NEWS FOR THE FRIENDS OF THE
VIRGINIA HANDBELL
CONSORT

WINTER 2009

VHC Notes

Are you an advanced
handbell ringer?

Auditions will be conducted
at 9:00am on January 23,
2010, at First Presbyterian
Church, Hampton, Virginia.
Please contact us at 757-
456-1312 and see our web-
site for more information.

to thank our friends,

volunteers, and spon-
sors for their continued sup-
port:

‘m The Consort would like

Corporate/Organization
Support

-First Presbyterian Church,
Hampton, Virginia
(rehearsal space)

-Virginia Commission for the
Arts

-Virginia Beach Commission
for the Arts

-City of Newport News

-Newport News Arts
Commission

-Loran & Joyce Easter

(graphic design)

P.O. Box 64591, Virginia Beach, VA 23467
vhe@virginiahandbellconsort.com

phone: 757-456-1312
www.virginiahandbellconsort.com

2009 Holiday Concert Schedule

Please visit www.virginiahandbellconsort.com
for more information and schedule updates!

Sat, Nov 21st 2009 - 7:00 pm

Bower Center for the Arts
Bedford Academy
305 N. Bridge Street

Sun, Nov 22nd 2009 - 3:00 pm

Center Stage!
John Lewis Auditorium

at Lee High School
North Coalter Street
Staunton, VA 24402

Fri, Dec 4th 2009 - 7:30 pm

Sat, Dec 5th 2009 -
4:00 pm & 7:30 pm

Sun, Dec 6th 2009 - 3:00 pm

A Wesleyan Christmas
Special joint holiday concert with the
Virginia Wesleyan Choir!

Virginia Wesleyan College

1584 Wesleyan Drive

Virginia Beach, VA 23502

Advance reservations recommended,
call 757-455-2101.

Sat, Dec 12th 2009 - 7:00 pm

Reformation Lutheran Church
13100 Warwick Blvd.
Newport News, VA 23602

Sun, Dec 13th 2009 - 4:00 pm
Great Bridge Presbyterian Church

333 Cedar Road
Chesapeake, VA 23322

Sat, Dec 19th 2009 - 7:00 pm

Old Donation Episcopal Church
4449 N. Witchduck Road
Virginia Beach, VA 23455

Sun, Dec 20th 2009 - 7:00 pm

Blessed Sacrament Roman
Catholic Church

6400 Newport Avenue
Norfolk, VA 23505




A MESSAGE FROM OUR DIRECTOR: AL REESE

If someone mentions to you "the holi-
days," what do you think of? You
probably relive memories of the past,
occasions of family get-togethers, ex-
changing gifts and amazing meals.
This year, VHC shares "Holiday Treas-
ures" with you - the melodies and ar-
rangements that our ringers have en-
joyed the most return to our holiday
concert this year. Only some of our
selections can be thought of as being
"re-gifted" - returning favorites like
Cathy Moklebust's ethereal arrange-
ment of "Greensleeves," Leroy Ander-
son's "A Christmas Festival" and the

most appropriate (and often requested)
"Carol of the Bells" (aka "Ukrainian
Bell Carol"). We'll also have our share
of new arrangements including Arnold
Sherman's "The Twelve Days of
Christmas" and "O Come, O Come,
Emmanuel” by Alan Lohr.

Traditional handbell ringing will be
honored when we play Kevin McChes-
ney's setting of "Once in Royal David's
City" where he includes a number of
bell 'peals' throughout the piece.

PAGE 2

A

When you come, please be prepared to
be part of the concert and enjoy singing
"Silent Night" with us; after all, usually
gifts are exchanged!

Let’s celebrate this Holiday season
together at one of our concerts!

Alan D. Reese, Musical Director

Let’s celebrate this Holiday season together at one of our concerts!

What's a consort anyway???

We are the Virginia
Handbell Consort. Some-
times we feel very misun-
derstood. We've been
called a consortium or a
concert. When founder
Tex Minter chose the term
consort, he chose very
well. In musical terms, a
consort is a group of in-
struments from the same
family. We ring hand-
bells of all shapes and
sizes. We have
Schulmerich bells, Petit
and Fritsen bells, and
handchimes.

But I think another defini-

tion of consort applies to
us also. A consortisa
partner in a family. A
handbell choir probably
relies on each of its mem-
bers more than any other
musical group. Each
ringer is assigned two (or
more) diatonic notes, like
A and B. If that person is
missing, it's like having
two keys on your piano
not working. You are left
with a hole in your song.
Every handbell ringer or
director has probably ex-
perienced trying to pick
up extra notes that aren't
normally theirs at some

point in their career; so
that the precious melody
stays intact.

We also need to take care
of each of our members
like a family, looking out
for each other along the
way. And yes, sometimes
we fight like brothers and
sisters. But, this is just
part of being a member of
our own special family,
the Virginia Handbell
Consort.

Submitted by Lois Reese



FEATURE RINGER: CINDY LEWIS

We decided that this year, rather
than featuring one of our newer
ringers, that we would feature two
of our charter members of the
group. This fall we feature our
president, Cindy Lewis.

Cindy began ringing about fifteen
years ago when her oldest daughter
was in high school. She needed an
activity that was all her own.
Shortly after that, she saw an article
in the Virginia Beach Beacon about
a new handbell group that was be-
ing started in Portsmouth. The di-
rector, then Tex Minter, was look-
ing for ringers interested in forming
a community choir. Since she had
just started ringing, she thought this
would give her an opportunity to
learn new things and meet new
people.

“I love the people in the group and the friendships I've made.” -Cindy

NEW RELEASE:

JOURNEY

Our newest recording, released in De-
cember 2008, is a listening journey
through time, life, and other places.

At that first audition there were 40
people. Many have come and gone
since then. So I asked Cindy, why
she has continued to play with VHC
for the past twelve years. Her reply
was, "I have stayed with the group
because I love ringing challenging
music and performing in lots of dif-
ferent venues. I love the people in
the group and the friendships I've
made. I also love that we are a non-
profit business and make a lot of
decisions and plan for our future."

I have the distinct pleasure of ring-
ing next to Cindy most of time and
I can tell you that she is very accu-
rate and is always prepared for re-
hearsal.

During the day, Cindy works for a
local screen printing and embroi-
dery company. She also rings with

VHC MERCHANDISE:

All items are available for purchase at most concert venues and online through
www.virginiahandbellconsort.com.

On This Day, Earth Shall Ring!

Looking for the perfect holiday CD
for all those holiday parties? Well

look no further....
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community handbell quartet called
Tapestry that is based in Ports-
mouth. She likes to spend any free
time she has playing with her
grandchildren, one boy and two
girls, all under the age of two! She
is also the designated baker for her
company and bakes all the birthday
cakes and anything else that they
might enjoy. And yes, when Cindy
prepares snacks for VHC, everyone
runs to the break room!

Submitted by Lois Reese

Ringing in the Holidays
You won’t be able to get enough of
these holiday classics.




Virginia Handbell Consort
P.O. Box 64591
Virginia Beach, VA 23467

FRIENDS OF VHC

The VHC is a non-profit community handbell ensemble that owns and transports all of its own equipment. Our pro-

gram growth is dependent on the generosity of corporate and individual donors from our community. Donations go to-
ward the purchase of new equipment and the commissioning of new handbell compositions.
All donations are tax _deductible. All donors to our capital campaign at the designated levels will be members of
“Friends of VHC” and will be recognized as such on our VHC website. “Friends of VHC” are also offered reserved seat-
ing at all concerts and will receive the gifts indicated below. Please join today by completing this form. Please make
payment to “VHC”. Send to: P.O. Box 64591, Virginia Beach, VA 23467.

The Virginia Handbell Consort (VHC) was formed in the Fall of 1996 as the first community handbell ensemble in the Hampton Roads area. VHC'’s
goal is to promote the art of English handbell ringing by performing concerts in the local area. The group is comprised of auditioned musicians perform-
ing on six octaves of Schulmerich bells, six octaves of Malmark Chimes and Schumerich MelodyChimes, three octaves of Petit and Fritsen bells, and
other percussion instruments. Concert repertoire includes selections of secular, classical, and sacred pieces that demonstrate a multitude of bell tech-
niques currently being explored by composers.

If you would like to host VHC for an upcoming concert, or workshop, please contact us today!
Phone: 757-456-1312, e-mail: vhc@yvirginiahandbellconsort.com

. Benefactor: $500

Contribute at this level and receive 2 VHC CDs of your choice

Name: Patron: $250-499
(] Contribute at this level and receive 1 VHC CD of your choice.
Address:
Donor: $100—%$249
City: State: Zip: 1 contribute at this level and receive a VHC gift.
Phone: [ Friend: $1-99

E-mail:




