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/2009 Spring Concert Schedule

Please visit www.virginiahandbellconsort.com
for more information and schedule updates!

Saturday, April 18, 2009 — 8:00 PM
18 | Franktown United Methodist Church
7551 Bayside Road, Franktown, VA

Hosted by Arts Council of the Eastern Shore

Sunday, May 3, 2009 — 4:00 PM
Green Acres Presbyterian Church
3135 Hanley Avenue, Portsmouth, VA
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Sunday, May 10, 2009 — 3:00 PM
Holy Cross Lutheran Church
1090 Sterling Road Herndon, VA
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Friday, May 22, 2009 — 7:00 PM
Warwick Forest Community
1004 Old Denbigh Blvd. Newport News, VA
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VHC Workshop and Concert
Aug Saturday, August 22, 2009
22 The Prizery, South Boston, VA

VHC is honored to be returning as a performing
ensemble. Check out our website and the Prizery
website for more information regarding the
workshop attendance and for ticket information.

t| Saturday, September 12, 2009 — 2:00 PM
12 | Loudoun County Public Library
Newly renovated Rust Library branch
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Sunday, September 20, 2009 — 3:00 PM

First Presbyterian Church
514 S. Armistead Ave, Hampton, VA
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Can't get enough?
Check out our website for a sneak preview of this
upcoming Holiday season concerts.

VHC Notes

Are you an advanced handbell ringer?

ﬂ Auditions will be conducted in January.
Please contact us at 757-456-1312 and see
our website for more information.

The Consort would like to thank our friends,
volunteers, and sponsors for their continued
support:

ﬂ Corporate/Organization Support
-First Presbyterian Church (rehearsal space)

-Sammons Commercial Printer (printing)
-Art Louis Photography (website pictures)
-Virginia Commission for the Arts
-Virginia Beach Commission for the Arts
-Hampton Arts Commission
-Newport News Arts Commission
-Loran & Joyce Easter (graphic design)
-Joan Lamp (art work and graphic design)

We'd like to welcome our newest members,
Debbie Robertson and Johanna Keefe

ringers, for being named teacher of the
year at Bassette Elementary School in

ﬂ Kudos to Jo Keefe, one of our newest

Hampton.

ﬂ Latest CD ‘Journey’ is for sale now, check out

our website to get your copy today.

VHC Director’s Workshop
Saturday, June 20, 2009
First Presbyterian Church
Hampton, VA

Check out our website for more information.
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Director’s Notes: Virginia Handbell Consort invites you to join us on this

VHC Presents Sprl_ng and Fall “On Vacation. No, we won't be
i« . putting the bells away for 6 months; on the contrary
On Vacation we’'ll be taking a working vacation. Our concerts will
start with a flight overseas to the “land of the rising

sun.”

Upon arrival in Japan, we’ll take you on an early morning visit to a centuries-old castle now sitting
in ruin. Two popular Japanese folk songs are paired together in Moon Over the Ruined Castle —
the title song and the well known Sakura (cherry blossoms). Kevin Mazimas Ko invites us to visit
his native Taiwan with his Songs of the Flowers. We’'ll stop by Norway for two of Edvard Grieg’s
best known compositions — Wedding Day at Troldhaugen and In the Hall of the Mountain King. If
you are an experienced bell ringer, you probably know how to play the “cup game” — the rhythm of
In the Hall of the Mountain King is perfect for playing the cup game. Our trip overseas will finish in
Russia with The Great Gate of Kiev from Pictures at an Exhibition. For the second half, we’ll
remain close to home and have a “stay-cation.” We’'ll play a Sousa march, Joplin rag and uniquely
American big-band music. We hope you'll enjoy spending time with us on our vacation and that
you may want some wonderful souvenirs. VHC is happy to offer its newest CD titled Journey that
was released just this past December. Journey and other treasures can be found on our website:
www.virginiahandbellconsort.com. You'll also find our performance schedule, current news and

some information about each of the ringers.

Alan D. Reese, Musical Director

VHC Directoreese

When you're in rehearsal do you ever wonder what your director is trying to say?

Well so do we, so here are some of the things we hear during rehearsal.

Qﬂ | smelled the confusion

&{ You don't have to pffft your
page there
4 When we are unable to get a part on our

own we don't give our bells away. We give
other ringers "performance opportunities!"
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Featured Ringer:
Joyce Easter

Article by: Missy Cernigliaro

d

VHC is fortunate to have ringers of many varied skills and backgrounds. We have opera singers, teachers,
music directors, an artist, and a rocket scientist just to name a few. Joyce Easter certainly does her part to add
to our well of experience! Joyce was born in New Jersey where her family, among other things owned a
plumbing and heating business, a deli and a small dairy farm. Joyce points out that she went from waking early
to bake fresh rolls each morning to waking early to milk the cows. So, waking early on a Saturday morning to
come to rehearsal should be a piece of cake for her! After receiving her Bachelor's degree in Biology from
Cornell, she earned her PHD in Biochemistry from Duke University and now serves as a Professor of
Chemistry at Virginia Wesleyan College. During Grad school Joyce was introduced to handbells and has rung
and directed everywhere she's lived since.

Currently in her eighth year ringing with VHC, Joyce is serving her second term as Vice President. She is the
face, voice and brains of scheduling, publicity, travel logistics and concert venue set up. So, if you ever find
yourself trying to arrange a concert Joyce is the one to talk to!

Along with handbells, Joyce plays the flute, oboe and bassoon. She is married to Loran who is a High School
teacher in Virginia Beach, and is the step mother of 3 and the grandmother of 4! Her oldest, Jeff is an opera
singer in New York City and is the amazing tenor that you hear on our latest CD, Journey. If you don't have a
copy you are really missing a treat!

We have to say that we're glad Joyce decided to fall in love with handbells instead of cowbells. Now, if we
could just talk her into getting up early enough to bake US some of those fresh rolls...

VHC Merchandise:

All items are available for purchase at most concert venues and online through
www.virginiahandbellconsort.com.

NEW RELEASE: JOURNEY
Our newest recording, released in December 2008, is a listening journey through time, life, and other places.

. Breakaway!, Hart Morris

. Finale from The Firebird, Stravinsky, arr. Douglas Wagner
. Nessun Dorma, Puccini, arr. Kevin McChesney

. Duke, Glenn, and Woody, arr. Alan Reese

. Reflections on the Plains, Cathy Moklebust

. Plink, Plank, Plunk, Anderson, arr. Martha Lynn Thompson
. Prelude, Gershwin, arr. William Mathis

. Commotion, Alan Reese

. Metamorphosis, Michael Helman

10. Reverie, Debussy, arr. Bob Avant

11. Kiss the Girl, Menken, arr. Kevin McChesney

12. Under the Sea, Menken, arr. Kevin McChesney

13. The Great Gate of Kiev, Moussorgsky, arr. Martha Lynn Thompson
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Bell Rehearsal Bumper Sticker $2.50
a Are you dedicated to the art of handbell ringing? Show off your fanaticism with one of VHC's newest, hottest selling
I cant... products... the dedication bumper sticker! Attract glances of approval from fellow ringers by displaying one on your

I hﬂ‘l-"e he“ r‘ehearsal car bumper; inspire your ringers by displaying one in your rehearsal room; dress up your bell cases in preparation
* for your next Area Festival; or buy one for each of your ringers!

Stickers are available at concerts for $2.50 each. Stickers are always available for online purchase from the VHC website. All stickers are shipped in a cardboard mailer to
prevent folding or damage. Shipping is $1.50 per order, regardless of quantity.
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Friends of VHC Decal

Are you a Friend of VHC? Our program growth is dependent on the  generosity of corporate and
individual donors from our community. Donations go toward the purchase of new equipment and the
commissioning of new handbell compositions.

Please consider making a donation by wusing the form on the back of this
newsletter. Let everyone know that you proudly support the VHC!

(VHC is a non-profit organization. Donations are tax-deductible.)



Virginia Handbell Consort
P.O. Box 64591
Virginia Beach, VA 23467

Are you an advanced handbell ringer? Contact us for an audition!

Friends of VHC

The VHC is a non-profit community handbell ensemble that owns and transports all of its own equipment. Our program
growth is dependent on the generosity of corporate and individual donors from our community. Donations go toward the
purchase of new equipment and the commissioning of new handbell compositions. Our current goals include the
purchase of bass bells (to complete the 6" octave set) and transportation for our equipment.

All donations _are tax deductible. All donors to our capital campaign at the designated levels will be members of
“Friends of VHC” and will be recognized as such on our VHC website. “Friends of VHC” are also offered reserved seating
at all concerts and will receive the gifts indicated below. Please join today by completing this form. Please make payment
to “VHC". Send to: P.O. Box 64591, Virginia Beach, VA 23467.

Name: (] Benefactor:  $500
Contribute at this level and receive 2 VHC CDs of your choice.
Address:
] Patron: $250 - $499
. ) Contribute at this level and receive 1 VHC CD of your choice.
City: State: Zip:
1 Donor: $100 - $249
Phone: Contribute at this level and receive a VHC gift.
E-mail: [1 Joan Monroe Memorial Fund: $ (please specify)

The Virginia Handbell Consort (VHC) was formed in the Fall of 1996 as the first community handbell ensemble in the Hampton Roads area.
VHC's goal is to promote the art of English handbell ringing by performing concerts in the local area. The group is comprised of auditioned
musicians performing on five and a half octaves of Schulmerich bells, six octaves of MelodyChimes, three octaves of Petit and Fritsen bells,
and other percussion instruments. Concert repertoire includes selections of secular, classical, and sacred pieces that demonstrate a
multitude of bell techniques currently being explored by composers.

If you would like to host VHC for an upcoming concert, or workshop, please contact us today!
Phone: 757-456-1312, e-mail: vhc@virginiahandbellconsort.com




